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WHAT IS THE DESOTO ISD MALE LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM?
The DeSoto ISD Male Leadership Symposium is the premier leadership development 
program in the Metroplex for young men. It is an extraordinary event designed  
to empower, energize, and educate one of the world’s greatest assets, young men, 
which are often squandered because of real, involuntary, and sometimes  
self-imposed barriers.

Our goal is to provide relevant experiences for young men that will ensure success 
academically, professionally and socially through role model engagement, career 
exposure, and leadership development so they can achieve success as individuals 
and as contributors to the larger community and society.

One never knows what alters a path for a child! It could be a word of praise, a trag-
edy, or any life experience. We believe our children deserve exposure to as many of 
these types of life-altering experiences as possible.
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Special thank you to all our presenters, volunteers and supporters.



7:45-8:45 a.m. Breakfast, Registration and Check-In 
8-8:45 a.m.  Athletic Pre-Symposium in the Main Cafeteria 

9 a.m. DHS Academy Cafeteria - Emcee Tim Jackson
 Welcome, Presentation of Colors
 Invocation by Rev. Oscar Epps, Community Missionary Baptist
 Greetings - DeSoto Mayor, Board of Trustees and DeSoto ISD
 Special Guest - Denver Bronco Von Miller, Super Bowl 50 MVP

9:30 a.m. Fashion Show - RISE Clothing - Tim & Terrence Maiden

10 a.m. WORKSHOP A - Classrooms
11 a.m. WORKSHOP B - Classrooms

12 p.m. BREAKOUT LUNCHEONS
 Academy Cafe - DHS Students - Mark Anthony Green, GQ
 DHS Main Cafeteria - MS Students - Wendell Holland, Survivor
 DHS FC Cafeteria - Student Athletes 

PANELISTS: 
Patrick Crayton - Alum, former NFL Dallas Cowboy
Caylin Moore - Athlete, Rhodes Scholar
Stephen Howard - Former NBA, ESPN - now at UNTDtv
Jean-Jacques Taylor - Journalist, NBC5 & ESPN
Dennis Conner - Strength coach and sports management
Darrell Devaul - Social media and athletics

1 p.m. DHS Auditorium - Emcee Tim Jackson
 Presentation of Young Men of the Year Awards
 KEYNOTE SPEAKER - KIRK FRANKLIN: Gospel Singer

1:45 p.m.  Closing Session  
 Door Prizes

2018 MALE LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM

AGENDA
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April 21, 2018 
 
Welcome to the 4th annual DeSoto ISD Male Leadership Symposium. We 
hope that the topics discussed today help facilitate sound decisions and a 
greater level of self-awareness in the days to come. My address is typically 
lengthy and I realize that in many cases letters like these don’t speak to its 
intended audience. More often than not, these letters are eloquent words 
on paper, but they fail to respect the audience and the way they receive 
information best. So this year, I will be direct and to the point.  
 
Now, more than ever, we need you to step up. We need you, young men to get better day by day 
because your dreams need you to be at your best. If you want to be a professional athlete go for it. You 
can do it! But know this, you won’t be one of the 2% who make it if you aren’t the best you can be. Do 
you want to be a doctor? Great, you can do it! But you won’t be successful if you don’t work hard to 
learn and do all that it requires. What are you prepared to do to make your dreams a reality?  
 
The world’s population is growing, but the world itself is shrinking. Twenty years ago the kid from 
random rural town USA had no chance, but today they do. What are you doing to make sure you are 
better than them? If you are a leader at your school, in your community, in your family that’s great! 
We celebrate you but don’t get complacent because every school, community, and family has a leader. 
How do you become the leader other leaders consult with? If you are not a leader now get in the game 
and figure this leadership thing out. The world is not going to wait for you to wake up. The world is 
going to throw you to the wolves where only the strong survive, and the world won’t save you when 
times get hard.        
 
Listen to the advice and guidance that the presenters have for you today. They have been there and 
done that, and they are here to show you the ropes. Step up and lead. We need you NOW, more than 
ever.  
 

 
 
Carl Sherman, Jr. 
President 
DeSoto ISD Board of Trustees 
 



 

 

 
 
Dear Symposium Participants: 

If I Ruled the World, Greatness would be the personal standard for all 
citizens.  2018 is a year of being intentional in our greatness and following 
through to win.  In a time when the nation has engaged in a politically 
unconstructive dialogue about “Black lives matter, Hispanic lives matter, 
Our lives matter, and All lives matter,” we have taken a proactive and 
deliberate approach to provide life-changing experiences to the lives of 
all of our students, with special emphasis on addressing the areas of 
opportunity with our male population.  We refuse to set low expectations 
for the young men of our community because we know to do so is a sin. During this symposium, we expect to 
ignite a flame within our students that will inspire them to become global problem solvers and world leaders.   

The theme for the 2018 conference is If I Ruled the World: Globalizing Opportunities. With societal issues 
mounting, the approach we take in response has never required more attention. Across the nation, we have 
witnessed the power of unified groups fighting for change, and we know our students possess the power to do 
the same.  This theme is a charge to take a stance by changing the narrative. The journey to being great begins 
on a sometimes uncommon path.   It requires an unrelenting desire to be better and a willingness to stand 
against the popular, for the sake of greatness.  It is our belief that every experience matters and has the 
potential to change the trajectory of someone’s life.  We understand that “character may be manifested in the 
great moments, but it is made in the small ones,” and through this Male Leadership Symposium we want to 
plant aspirational seeds in our young male students’ lives that will influence their decision to reach Greatness 
regardless of how uncommon it might seem.   

We have invited celebrity personalities such as Gospel artist Kirk Franklin, GQ Style Guy Mark Anthony Green 
and Survivor Wendell Holland to share their courageous journeys to greatness, but furthermore, to highlight 
that the path to greatness never ceases.  In addition, we are honored to have alumni superstar athletes – former 
NFL Dallas Cowboys player Patrick Clayton here to share his story of perseverance, adversity, and courageous 
leadership. During this symposium, we will hear from subject matter authorities and experts in the areas of 
STEM, Business, Public Service, the Arts, and entertainment. 

It is indeed a pleasure to have you join us for this 4th Annual DeSoto ISD Male Leadership Symposium and we 
appreciate your willingness to accept the challenge to start your journey to Greatness. Through meaningful 
dialogue and thought-provoking discourse, we can all begin our paths of Globalizing Opportunities that will lead 
to Greatness.  It is our hope that through this symposium, our participants are challenged and inspired to strive 
for professional, personal, and academic growth. 

Again, welcome to this year’s symposium and let greatness not skip this generation.  

Be Great, 

  
Aubrey C. Hooper 
Trustee, DeSoto ISD Board of Trustees 
Founder, DeSoto ISD Male Leadership Symposium 



 
 
 

 

Office of the Mayor                Curtistene S. McCowan 
City of DeSoto, Texas 
 

 

GREETINGS FROM THE MAYOR 

 
On behalf of the City of DeSoto, the DeSoto City Council and all of its 
citizens, it is my pleasure to welcome the attendees to the 4th Annual 
DeSoto ISD Male Leadership Symposium, featuring a cadre of 
distinguished speakers! 
 
This extraordinary event is designed with you in mind to help you excel 
academically, professionally and socially and to provide you “with tools to 
be the next generation of courageous leaders.”  The goal is to uplift, 
empower, energize, educate and inspire you to go out and make a 
difference in the world.  I am proud to be the Mayor of an All-America City 
where all stakeholders work collaboratively to help our students achieve 
their academic, extra-curricular and career goals. 
 
Thank you for choosing to attend the 4th Annual DeSoto ISD Male 
Leadership Symposium, and I ask that you stay engaged and help us 
continue to shape our future. 
  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Curtistene S. McCowan 
Mayor 





 

April 6, 2018 

Dear Male Leadership Symposium Attendees: 
 
Best Wishes from Senatorial District 23!  It is once again that time … Male Leadership Symposium time, 
a time when young men, from our community, are exposed to workshops, seminars, speakers and 
experiences that will change their lives. 
 
We commemorate the Fourth Annual Symposium which allows the community to embrace our sons and 
collectively prepare them for their accomplishments, triumphs and future aspirations.  
 
Many of our young men are direct benefactors of this event.  The symposium has indeed contributed not 
only to the academic growth and social development of the past attendees but has also helped to promote 
their sense of identity and pride.   
 
In addition, the symposium nurtures community and societal values and provides participants with unique 
mentoring, character building, and social opportunities. I recognize the necessity of "growing our own" 
leaders and indeed, young men.  As a State Senator, I can validate the impact and significance of the role 
positive male role models play in the maturation of our young men. 
 
Today, I proudly offer my congratulations for the journeys thus far these young men have traveled 
respectively, as well as my continued prayer that Our God sustain and guide them throughout their lives. 
 
Sincerely. 
  

 
Royce West 
State Senator 
District 23 
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KEYNOTE
KIRK FRANKLIN - Gospel Singer

He’s known as an incomparable artist, speaker, a New York Times best-
selling author, businessman and humanitarian, and after more than 20 
years as the top selling artist of inspirational music, multiple Grammy 
award winner, Kirk Franklin, shows no signs of slowing down. In 1993, 
Kirk revolutionized Gospel Music and bridged the gap between the 
faith community and mainstream Urban Music culture. Working with 
such artists as Bono, Stevie Wonder, the late Whitney Houston, Lacrae, 
Kanye West and Chance the Rapper, the genius fusion of a message 
hope and hip-hop beats have made him a mainstay atop Billboard 
charts for more than 20 years.

Many believe the secret to his continued success is rooted in his artistic 
genius of being innovative, relevant and authentic about his faith. Kirk has always been transparent 
about being abandoned by his parents, adopted at the age of four, and his humble beginnings. Kirk 
has never hidden behind his celebrity status but has remained connected to his audience through 
his music and frank discussions of life issues.

In addition to his musical endeavors, Kirk Franklin is Chairman & CEO of Fo Yo Soul Entertainment 
based in Arlington, TX. The company includes Fo Yo Soul Recordings, a joint venture with RCA Re-
cords, a management arm and a booking and touring division that includes both performances and 
speaking engagements.

Among Kirk Franklin’s accomplishments are:
• Biggest selling Gospel artist in sound scan history (selling over 10 million albums)
• First Gospel Artist to have a music video on MTV
• American Music Award winner
• 12 Grammy Awards
• 40 Stellar Awards
• 18 Dove Awards
• 12 NAACP Image Awards
• 3 BET Music Awards

Kirk Franklin believes his greatest accomplishment is being the Husband and best friend of his  
wife Tammy, and proud Oakridge Dad since 1996 to Kerrion, Carrington, Kennedy, and Caziah.  
He believes everything he has and everything he’s accomplished is all by the grace of God.



PRE-SYMPOSIUM TITLE IX FOR STUDENT-ATHLETES
Ryan Bowman currently serves as the Title IX Investigator/ Prevention Coordinator 
at Abilene Christian University. His role includes cultural sensitivity, conflict  
management, and sexual harassment training. He previously served as the  
Education Director for Abilene Regional Medical Center preparing employees for 
the workplace including the above pieces of training. He received his bachelor’s 
degree in Communication and Media Studies and his master’s degree in  
Organizational Leadership, both from ACU.

TIM JACKSON
A Dallas-based Real Estate Broker and author, Tim Jackson is also the president 
of the R.E.A.L. Youth Mentoring program created to teach young men to become  
productive leaders, business owners, and reputable citizens. With his bachelor’s  
degree from UTD and master’s from Sam Houston State, Tim entered the real  
estate market and authored The Real Dope – comparing real estate to the dope 
game that people with more options will make better decisions. Tim takes pride in 
helping to educate people to empowerment.

INVOCATION 
Oscar Epps is the founding Senior Pastor of Community Missionary Baptist Church 
in DeSoto. He earned a bachelor’s degree in Christian Counseling from The School 
of Scriptures, a bachelor’s degree in Christian Ministry from DBU and an honorary 
Doctorate of Divinity from The School of Scriptures. He is currently Chaplain for the 
DeSoto Police Association. 

FASHION SHOW - RISE CLOTHING, TIM & TERRENCE MAIDEN
Businessmen and philanthropist Tim & Terrence Maiden launched 
RISE Clothing to deliver a fashionable athleisure collection centered 
around a meaningful message and mission - donating 11% of profits 
to other organizations that confront the issue of poverty. RISE Cloth-
ing is more than an apparel brand; it’s a mindset. It’s made for those 
who respond to life’s challenges with a sense of grit to strive beyond 
your limits. At RISE Clothing, we believe that when you LOOK good, 
you FEEL good, and when you feel good, you are inspired to DO good. 
This is the catalyst and driving force behind our brand. 
We’re ready to RISE.  

2018 MALE LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM

SPECIAL GUESTS



2018 MALE LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM

LUNCH KEYNOTES
MARK ANTHONY GREEN
Currently The Style Guy for GQ Magazine, Mark 
Anthony Green is the poster boy for fashion  
journalism’s new wave of blending social media and 
fashion into the culture. At age 6, he was a Kansas 
City kid with big dreams to become ‘Editor and 
Chief of GQ’ after seeing the magazines his father 
brought home with ‘super heroes’ like Michael Jor-
dan playing ball in a suit on the cover. In pursuit of 
his dream, he attended Morehouse College in  
Atlanta to earn an English degree. And as  
Morehouse strengthened his identity, a part-time 
job as a floor salesman at the then-upstart Sid 
Mashburn men’s clothing boutique in Atlanta  
fortified his knowledge of fashion. After graduation, 
he interned then worked as an assistant editor  
before becoming Style Editor in 2015.

WENDELL HOLLAND
Wendell Holland is a current castaway on the  
CBS show Survivor: Ghost Island. Hailing from  
Philadelphia, PA, Holland earned his bachelor’s  
degree in International Studies from Morehouse 
College and his Doctor of Law from the University of 
Pennsylvania Law School. After a few years as a law 
clerk, Holland embraced his creative side and began 
building custom furniture from reclaimed wood.  
His company Beve Unlimited is gaining attention for 
their unique, creative designs for just the right space. 
His hobbies include playing basketball, traveling,  
and, of course, building furniture! 

SPONSOR:



PATRICK CRAYTON - A DeSoto HS alum, Crayton earned his bachelor’s degree in Kinesiology 
from Northwestern Oklahoma State University. He was named NAIA All-Conference four 
times, All-American twice, and earned Offensive Player of the Year honors. He went on to 
a nine-year career in the NFL as a wide receiver for the Dallas Cowboys and the San Diego 
Chargers after being drafted in the 7th round. In 2013, he was inducted into the Northwest-
ern Oklahoma State University Sports Hall of Fame. Crayton and his wife live in North Texas.

CAYLIN MOORE - A graduate student at the University of Oxford in 
England, Moore was chosen as a 2017 Rhodes Scholar. He comes from 
Compton/Carson, California where he overcame poverty, gang vio-
lence and his father’s incarceration to become a campus leader and 
strong safety on the football team at TCU. Caylin, who spent time working as a janitor  
at Marist College before transferring to TCU, graduated with a Bachelor’s of Science in  
Economics in 2017. At TCU, he founded “S.P.A.R.K.,” a youth outreach organization of student-
athletes who encourage youth to rise above their circumstances and 
becoming the spark of change in their communities.

STEPHEN HOWARD - Born and raised in Dallas, Howard is an award-winning speaker, author, 
and ESPN college basketball analyst following his professional basketball career. Howard uses 
stories from his journey that took him from Bishop Lynch HS in Dallas, to Academic All- 
American at DePaul University, to the NBA for four seasons & across the globe as a professional 
basketball player.  After his pro career, he spent time as an ESPN college basketball analyst 
and is currently the host of UNTDtv and a leadership consultant and brand ambassador who 

strives to inspire, motivate and challenge all who hear his story.

JEAN-JACQUES TAYLOR - Taylor is an award-winning journalist who has 
been covering sports in Dallas-Fort Worth for nearly 25 years. He is currently the Cowboys 
Insider host for NBC5 and hosts JDub City, a daily radio show of ESPN Dallas. A Skyline HS and 
Ohio State graduate, Taylor covered the Cowboys for The Dallas Morning News from 1995 to 
2007. He spent six years as a general columnist for ESPN and authored 
two books, Game of My Life and The Boys are Back. He and his wife live 
in DeSoto with their son and granddaughter. 

DARRELL DEVAUL - Hailing from Jackson, MS, Devaul graduated from 
the University of North Texas with a bachelor’s degree in sociology. 

While interning with the UNT Compliance Department, he earned his MBA/Certificate in 
Sports and Entertainment Marketing and began work as a Senior Recruiting Analyst with  
Rivals.com and CBS Scouts.com. After earning his MBA in Marketing, Devaul launched  
GamePlanSocial and in 2014 he started PoweringU to inspire and enlighten individuals on a 

personal journey by sharing the stories of great athletes and the things 
that motivate them.

DENNIS ‘COACH D’ CONNER - An O.D. Wyatt graduate, Connor earned his bachelor’s degree in 
Health and Human Performance from Texas A&M Commerce. His junior year, he led the team 
in tackles and earned all-conference awards, and was also a team council leader and team 
captain. After college, he played arena ball with the DFW Texans before becoming a certified 
kickboxing trainer and licensed massage therapist. At The Den Sports Performance, Coach D 
applies his experiences and training to help athletes reach their potential and their goals.  
Dennis is currently seeking his master’s degree in health promotions. 

2018 MALE LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM

ATHLETIC PANEL



2018 DESOTO ISD YOUNG MEN OF THE YEAR

AWARDS
DeSoto ISD celebrates the our young men who’ve done remarkable things, stand out in a crowd, and are the future 
of our communities! In our inaugural year, we have selected from nominations six DeSoto High School men who 
are blazing trails and three middle school students who are rising stars!

RASAAN HATCHERTop Scholar 
INTELLECTUAL AWARD  Senior Class President Rasaan Hatcher, 6th in the his class, is a member of 
National and Spanish Honor Societies and Marching Band - Drum Major (2 yrs); he earned a TCU 
Community Scholars scholarship and plans to major in political science and business management.

MICHAEL CHIOMABest Groomed
STYLE AWARD  Junior Michael Chioma plans to attend Prairie View A&M and earn a business  
degree before moving to New York to pursue  a career as a fashion designer and model.  
His parents are his biggest influences and encourage him to follow his dreams.

KELVIN GRAY, IIThe Artist
CREATIVITY AWARD  Senior Kelvin Gray’s talent repertoire includes acting, singing, music, dancing, 
and drawing. He is a member of the Eagle Men’s Choir, National and Spanish Honor Societies. Kelvin 
earned a TCU Community Scholars scholarship and plans to major in graphic design.

JERIUS HICKLENThe Sportsman
ATHLETIC AWARD  Junior Jerius Hicklen is a standout basketball player and track star in the long 
jump, triple jump, 400m and 800m. Hoping to pursue an NBA career, he plans to major in athletic 
training/kinesiology while playing in college, and continue volunteering in his community.

RICKY MATHISLeading by Example
LEADERSHIP AWARD  Senior Ricky Mathis plans to major in biomedical engineering at Morehouse and 
continue to be grow as a leader. He is a member of Math, Spanish and National Honor Societies, Robotics 
Club, Student Council, Football and Baseball Teams, as well as President of Mentoring with a Purpose.

NICHOLAS JONESThe Overcomer
PERSEVERANCE AWARD  Junior Nicholas Jones overcame a neck MRI that changed his football career. 
Now focusing on track and school, he plans to earn his law degree from UT and become a lawyer.  
A CMP student, he credits his father and Coach Stansberry for influencing his growth as a person.

Rising Star Award - Middle School Students
JAYDEN SMITH
East MS
Activities:
NJHS, Track Team
College: TCU, Duke
Career: Computer 
Software Engineer

KALEB WILKES
McCowan MS
Activities:
Band - Trumpet
College: Miami U.
Career:  
Neurosurgeon

JUSTUS BEDFORD
West MS
Activities:
Tennis, Male  
Leadership Magnet
College: Stanford
Career: Computer 
Software Engineer

For more information about these amazing young men - view the digital magazine at www.desotoisd.org



2018 MLS WORKSHOP PRESENTERS

STEM
DR. LEO DAVIS, DISTINCT DENTAL STUDIOS - RM 2701
Dr. Leo Davis received his Associate’s Degree from Navarro College in Corsicana, Texas,  
before going on to acquire a Bachelor’s Degree in Business at Austin College in Sherman. He 
then earned his Doctorate of Dental Surgery from the Baylor College of Dentistry at Texas 
A&M University in Dallas. He opened Distinct Dental Studios in Lancaster in 2010. He is a 
member of the American and Texas Dental Associations. He and his wife Natalia have two 
beautiful children. In his free time, he reads and engages in independent study, and enjoys 
watching boxing with his friends during the weekends.

DERRICH PHILLIPS, HEWLETT PACKARD CYBERSECURITY - RM 2702
Derrich Phillips was born and raised in Gary, IN. He joined the army upon graduation in 
2002 and served four years stationed in Germany, Arizona, Afghanistan, and Iraq. He has 
been working in the IT field since 2002 in roles ranging from encryption specialist, technical 
and network support, field engineer, IT security analyst, Information Security Officer, cyber 
risk officer, and policy and compliance manager. He has a bachelor’s degree in Criminal  
Justice, Masters in Business Administration, and a Graduate Certificate in Cyber Security. 
His hobbies include sports, skydiving, reading, swimming, and weightlifting.

STEVE MASON, MAS-TEC ENGINEER - RM 2704
Stephen Mason is the president of Mas-Tek Engineering. His engineering firm provides 
Geotechnical Consulting and Material Testing. His day-to-day life is balanced between his 
career and his passion as a public servant on the Cedar Hill City Council. Currently serving 
his 8th year on City Council and 2nd year as Mayor Pro Term, Stephen is dedicated to make 
an impact in the community and enhance the lives of Cedar Hill residents. Stephen holds 
a Master of Business Administration from the Neeley School of Business at Texas Christian 
University. 

ERIC BUSBY, ARCHITECT - RM 2706
A native of Dallas, Eric is a graduate of the School of Architecture at Prairie View A&M  
University and holds master’s degrees from both Texas Woman’s University and Texas  
Tech University. Currently, he is a doctoral candidate in the Land-Use program at Texas Tech 
University where his research focuses on neighborhood development and resident  
inequality in historically underserved communities. Eric, who has worked in architecture, 
construction, and real estate, has taught construction management and business at Tarrant 
County College (TCC), and Northwood University. 

DR. OSARO AIREN, CVC STEM/PBI ADMIN. - RM 2807
Dr. Osaro E. Airen currently serves as the Dean of Student Retention and PBI Administrator 
at Cedar Valley College and is the administrator of a $2.45 million grant awarded to Cedar 
Valley College by the U. S. Department of Education’s Predominantly Black Institutions (PBI) 
program. Dr. Airen holds a doctorate (Ph.D.) in Counselor Education from Virginia Tech; a 
Master’s in Marriage and Family Therapy from the University of Southern California; a  
Master’s in Business Administration from Wayne State College; and a Bachelor’s degree  
in Psychology from the University of California, Riverside. Also, Dr. Airen is a licensed  
professional counselor and nationally certified counselor. 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY,  
ENGINEERING AND  

MATHEMATICS



RASHAD RAYNOR, LOCKHEED MARTIN - RM 2809
RaShad Raynor currently works at Lockheed Martin Missiles and Fire Control in the 
Global Supply Chain Division. RaShad holds a BBA from Prairie A&M University in  
Management Information Systems and a Master’s of Science degree from Southern 
Methodist University in Manufacturing Systems Management and is a proud member of 
the National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE), Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity Incorporated 
and the African American Counsel for Excellence. He has a passion for STEM and building 
up our youth to help them ACHIEVE in every field of human endeavor. The accomplish-
ments that he holds most dear are his marriage to his beautiful wife Rachel and his two 
beautiful sons Ross and Ronald and soon to be baby Raynor #3.

JOSHUA MITCHELL, DELOITTE CONSULTING - RM 2808
Joshua Mitchell is a Business Technology Analyst with Deloitte Consulting who supports 
the Department of Defense and Navy with the development and execution of one of 
the largest HR transformations undertaken by a Government agency. He has previously 
worked with JPMorgan Chase & Co., Honeywell FM&T, and Chrysler. Mr. Mitchell earned 
his bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering from Howard University where he not 
only was a member of the National Society of Black Engineers and American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers but served as Mr. College of Engineering as well. On a weekly  
basis, he mentors students of the College Bound and CAFÉ organizations in Washington, 
D.C. and cultivates his newly established business, The Exceptionally Elite Group LLC. 

JUAN VILLAREAL, UTSWMC SCIENTIST - RM 2810
Juan Villarreal is a Research Assistant in the Department of Neuroscience at UT  
Southwestern Medical Center. He obtained his B.S. in Biology from The University  
of Texas at Dallas (2015). He is also currently working towards his MB in Healthcare  
Organizational Leadership at UTD. 

TERRENCE BUNKLEY, MUTUALINK SOFTWARE ENGINEER - RM 2812
Terrence Bunkley is a Software Engineer and Personal Trainer. He received his Bachelor’s 
Degree in Computer Engineering at the University of North Texas and currently pursuing 
a Master’s Degree in Computer Science. Terrence is a member of Alpha Phi Alpha  
Fraternity Inc. and enjoys playing video games, traveling and cooking. 

DR. ANTONIO ROZIER, ZEN INTERNATIONAL - RM 2814
Dr. Rozier’s focus is to provide unsurpassed care to his patients, while dutifully fulfilling a 
responsibility to enrich the growing field of non-surgical spine care, and pain medicine. 
As an interventional physiatrist, Dr. Rozier utilizes various imaging studies, astute physi-
cal examinations, and targeted x-ray guided procedures to accurately diagnose and effec-
tively treat painful conditions.  Dr. Rozier’s goal is to safely return the injured individual, 
worker, or athlete, back to his or her prior level of function, productivity, or perfor-
mance. Rozier earned his bachelor’s degree from Morehouse College and his Doctorate 
in Medicine from Boston University School of Medicine.



2018 MLS WORKSHOP PRESENTERS

PUBLIC SERVICES 
OSCAR EPPS, CMBC PASTOR - RM 1711
Oscar Epps is the founding Senior Pastor of Community Missionary Baptist Church, DeSoto, 
TX, since 1993. His educational journey includes 1985 Kimball HS graduate, a diploma from 
Southern Bible Institute, a bachelor’s degree in Christian Counseling from The School of 
Scriptures, a bachelor’s degree in Christian Ministry from Dallas Baptist University and an 
honorary Doctorate of Divinity from The School of Scriptures. He has served as president 
of The Texas Baptist African American Fellowship and is currently Chaplain for the DeSoto 
Police Association. Epps and his wife have three children and two grandchildren.

LEON MCCOWAN, ACF/USDHHS - RM 1713
Leon R. McCowan is a retired federal senior executive that provided executive leadership 
for achieving key national goals and special initiatives to improve outcomes for vulnerable 
children and families, special populations and distressed communities in the Southwest 
Region. Mr. McCowan received his B.A. in Sociology from Wiley College in Marshall, 
Texas, his M.A. in Public Administration from the University of North Texas in Denton and 
awarded an Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters from Texas College, Tyler, Texas. Leon 
R. McCowan is married to the Honorable Curtistene S. McCowan, Mayor of the City of 
DeSoto, Texas; they have two married sons and three granddaughters.

TIMOTHY BOOKER, US ARMY/MILITARY SERVICE - RM 1715
Timothy Booker served in the military for 16 years and is now a Health Care Administration 
Officer / Operations Officer for a Combat Support Hospital. Before serving as an  
Active Duty Army Officer, he was an Assistant Hospital Administrator. His background is 
in healthcare and business development, and he is the owner of Fully Promoted-Mesquite, 
a branded apparel, and promotional item company. He has a bachelor’s degree from 
Louisiana Tech University and a master’s degree from Grambling State University. 

CHIEF DUFFIELD & CHIEF BURNS, DESOTO AND GH FIRE CHIEFS - RM 1716
Chief Jerry Duffield came to DeSoto from Farmers Branch where he was a Battalion Chief 
and the department’s training officer. Chief Duffield, who works with Celina and Pilot 
Point to develop their departments, also teaches at the college level. Chief Duffield is a 
graduate of the Texas Fire Chief’s Academy and is currently in the Executive Fire Officer 
Program through the National Fire Academy. He is licensed as a paramedic, Master Fire-
fighter, and Master Instructor. He has been a member of both Texas and National Organi-
zations of Fire Chiefs. He holds a Master’s Degree in Executive Fire Service Leadership.

Eddie Burns, Sr., has 39 years of fire and police experience. Chief Burns started his career 
in the Fort Worth Fire Department in July 1979. In 1988, he attended the Fort Worth Police 
Academy and was assigned to the Arson/Bomb Squad. He spent 27 years in the Fort Worth 
Fire Department and retired as the Executive Deputy Chief, second in command. In 2006, 
Chief Burns was selected to lead the Dallas Fire-Rescue Department where he served until 
2011. In 2015, he was selected as Fire Chief in the City of Glenn Heights and currently 
serves as the Public Safety Director for the City of Glenn Heights. He is responsible for the 
oversight of all public safety functions including Police, Fire and Emergency Management.



SCOTT KURTH, DESOTO JUDGE - RM 1718
Judge Scott E. Kurth is the Presiding Judge of the DeSoto Municipal Court and serves 
as the day to day Magistrate for DeSoto, Lancaster, and Cedar Hill at the Tri-City Jail. 
Judge Kurth has converted the DeSoto Municipal Court into a paper-less court and used 
cutting-edge technology like video court appearance, text and email blasts to increase 
citizen’s processing in the justice system. The new processes have dramatically lowered 
the number of prisoners in the DeSoto Jail for traffic and Class C Misdemeanor cases.

KEITH VINSON, MOORLAND YMCA VP OPERATIONS - RM 1803
Keith Vinson is a cause-driven, senior executive leader that supports a culture of excel-
lence, quality, and diversity. Vinson, with 20 years of impactful leadership in non-profits, 
is currently the Vice President of Operation with the YMCA of Metropolitan Dallas - a $65 
million organization across multiple counties. Vinson was recognized nationally through 
the YMCA of the USA with the Luminary Award for his work in Multicultural Development. 
Vinson has a bachelor’s degree in Business Management from Liberty University.

WARREN SEAY, JR. & JUSTIN MOORE, ATTORNEYS - RM 1805
Warren Seay, Jr., a 2006 DHS alum, is an associate in Arent Fox’s Real Estate practice 
where he handles multiple aspects of real estate finance matters. Seay served as the 
President of the DeSoto ISD Board of Trustees and navigated through one the most  
challenging leadership periods in history. He was the youngest elected official in Texas 
and was re-elected four consecutive years as the Board’s President, making him the 
youngest Board President in the U.S. Warren graduated from SMU in 2010 with a  
Political Science degree and in 2013 from SMU’s Dedman School of Law.

Born in Dallas, Texas, Justin Moore is a graduate of Morehouse College and SMU Dedman 
School of Law. He served as a prosecutor at the Dallas County District Attorney’s office 
before establishing his private practice that focuses on criminal law, civil rights, police 
brutality, sports negotiations and campaign management. Through his practice, he seeks 
to not only obtain justice for his clients, but he hopes to use each case as a tool to make 
our justice system equitable and fair for all who may come in contact with it. 

KEVIN CURRY, FIT MEN COOK APP - RM 1802
In 2012, Curry, a 1999 DHS alum, started a Tumblr blog called “FitMenCook” to share 
meals online to build a community around healthy food ideas, as well as to keep himself 
accountable and motivated. His message is simple: “Our bodies are built in the kitchen, 
sculpted in the gym.” Fit Men Cook is about individual success stories, fitness, nutrition 
and sharing those ideas to grow and improve together. It’s all about everyday people 
aiming to live the best life possible through fitness and healthy eating. 

PERRY HOLLOWAY, DESOTO EDC - RM 1804
Mr. Holloway is a successful entrepreneur and business owner in DeSoto who currently 
serves on the DeSoto Economic Development Board. Also, he is a partner in Mission of 
Men Prison Ministry Beto Unit Tennessee Colony.

CAYLIN MOORE, RHODES SCHOLAR - RM 1806
Caylin L. Moore is a graduate student at the University of Oxford in England as a 2017 
Rhodes Scholar. He overcame poverty, gang violence and his father’s incarceration in 
Compton/Carson to become a TCU campus leader and strong safety on the football 
team. Caylin, who spent time working as a janitor at Marist College before transferring to 
TCU, graduated with a Bachelor’s of Science in Economics in 2017. He is the founder of 
“S.P.A.R.K.,” a youth outreach organization of student-athletes who encourage youth to 
rise above their circumstances.



2018 MLS WORKSHOP PRESENTERS

ARTS/HUMANITIES
CHAD LOTT, GOSPEL SINGER - RM 1201
Chad M. Lott, DHS alum ‘06, returned this year as the Assistant Choral Director/AP Music  
Theory teacher. A sought-after soloist, composer, and clinician, Lott sings with his ensemble 
The Ministry of Sound and has been featured on BET. Chad’s debut single, Worthy of My 
Praise has received worldwide attention. Lott received his formal musical instruction from 
DeSoto HS, Morehouse College (Glee Club), and the University of North Texas.

MARCEDES FULLER, IMAGEPRENUERS CONSULT PR - RM 1203
Fuller is a motivational speaker, and corporate coach through his firm Imagepreneurs Public 
Image Relations and wrote the book While You Were Out From ‘Work’ - A Life Application 
and Transformation Guide. Fuller is emerging as a national speaker, coach, and consultant in 
image and brand development, training, and empowerment. Fuller holds degrees from the 
University of Houston and Lamar University, is a community mentor and belongs to a number 
of organizations and professional associations. 

SELMORE HAINES, III, ACTOR/PLAYWRIGHT/DIRECTOR - RM 1204
Selmore Haines, III, is a professional actor and director in the DFW Metroplex. Mr. Haines won 
a 2017 DFW Theater Critics Award for his performance in the one-man production entitled 
“Thurgood.”  Mr. Haines also serves as the Production Director for NIA Kids Center for the 
Performing Arts.

KEVIN BELL, FOX 4 PHOTOG/JOURNALIST - RM 1205
Kevin is an award-winning photojournalist with 34 years of experience, 24 here in Dallas at 
FOX4. Bell has experience in making a project move. Kevin believes every day is an education 
in television news and hard work is the key. He is a proud husband and dad to two kids in 
college. Specialties: Finding the story, getting to know people to make them feel comfortable 
while doing a story. Kevin earned his bachelor’s degree in mass communication from Lamar 
University.

DJ KAYOTIK & P-SKILLZ, 97.9 THE BEAT - RM 1206
DJ Kayotik, a native of Queens, NY, is a premier video mixologist and DJ, currently on 97.9 The 
Beat and spinning at the hottest nightclubs in Texas and the nation. He started as a DJ before 
becoming an on-air personality in 2007. He went on to host and produce numerous shows 
including the nationally syndicated Rickey Smiley Show. He is currently the producer and co-host 
for Veda Loca in the Morning.  In addition, Kayotik is a community leader and philanthropist 
with his non-profit The Kayotik Foundation which is dedicated to improving quality of life for 
youth and working with the homeless and single mothers programs.  

Peter “Pskillz” Dorsey, a native of St. Louis, attended Grambling State and was the GSU Tiger 
mascot. He earned his bachelor’s degree in Mass Communication while hosting and rocking 
the mic throughout the school. Along with DJ duties, Pskillz can tap dance, break dance and 
perform acrobatics. His hobbies include roller skating and uplifting youth! Pskillz is a proud 
member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Inc. He can currently be heard on 97.9 The Beat, and in 
2017, he earned his master’s degree in criminal justice.



KEN PATRICK, KEN PATRICK SPICE RUBS - RM 1207
Ken Patrick is the founder of Ken Patrick Spice Rubs, based in Cedar Hill, TX & he’s been 
featured on the Travel Channel & Food Network. He’s known for the big, bold flavors of his 
colorful Southwest Cuisine, and is a positive influence in his community. He enjoys speaking 
to students about finding their potential & making positive life choices. Ken’s amazing journey 
allows him to speak on topics such as entrepreneurship, mentoring, and sharing his story with 
the hope of inspiring others to achieve their dreams.

JAMES THOMAS, S. DALLAS MAG PUBLISHER - RM 1208
James V. Thomas is CEO of Power Media LLC, founded in 2010, and publisher of Dallas 
South Business & Living Magazine. Thomas, who attended Dallas Baptist University, is 
committed to serving the Southern Dallas community and empowering its residents and 
businesses. He has a passion for helping small businesses grow and serves on the board of 
Equest, a non-profit whose mission is to help veterans and children rehabilitate with  
mental and physical challenges. He is married with three children, one a DHS alum. 

TERRY MCGILL, MUSIC CONSULT AND MARKETING - RM 1209
After graduating from UNT, Terry McGill started his working for Sound Warehouse in Oak 
Cliff where he worked his way up from a part-time help to store manager before accepting a 
position at Motown Records in Houston. His music marketing career took him to RCA Re-
cords, Scotti Brothers Records, and others before he launched TAM Music Consulting  
in 2000. With 29 years of experience, TAM is a nationally respected entertainment  
consultation and artist development company. He has worked with Ice Cube, Spike Lee,  
Will Smith, Lionel Richie, Flo’rida, ConFunkShun, Bobby Brown, James Brown, Diana Ross, 
and more.

TIM AND TERRENCE MAIDEN, RISE CLOTHING / TWO-WINS FOUNDATION - RM 1210
Tim Maiden is widely regarded for his leadership experience in banking, education and non-
profit sectors. Maiden has 15 years’ experience in banking industry and currently serves as  
a Senior Vice President and Community Leader at Frost Bank for South Dallas,  and is a  
professor at DBU. Tim received both a Bachelor and Master degree from TCU and a Master  
in Christian Education from DBU. Tim Maiden is the co-founder of non-profit Two Wins  
Foundation, serves on the board of several civic organizations, and he is a proud member of 
Kappa Alpha Psi, Inc.

With 19 years in the industry, Terrence Maiden has poured his energy, creativity, and  
expertise into the development/project leasing of over four million square feet of retail. 
Currently, with Corinth Properties, he is spearheading the redevelopment of Southwest 
Center ‘Redbird’ Mall and serves as managing partner at Russell Glen Company, a capital 
investment company. Terrence earned a degree from TCU and co-founded Two Wins  
Foundation (www.twowins.org). Terrence, also a member of Kappa Alpha Psi, Inc., was 
inducted into TCU Hall of Fame in 2016. 

STEPHEN HOWARD, UNTDTV, FORMER NBA, ESPN BROADCASTER - RM 1211
Stephen Howard, a Dallas native, collegiate All-American, former NBA player and current 
ESPN college basketball analyst overcame adversity and beat overwhelming odds to play  
professional basketball and work for ESPN. Now a highly sought out speaker, Stephen is  
considered a leadership expert both on and off the court. He inspires audiences of all ages  
to break through barriers and become leaders by sharing the life-changing skills he used to 
create a success mindset and become a leader himself.



2018 MLS WORKSHOP PRESENTERS

BUSINESS
JOHNATHAN MARK, UBER MARKETING - RM 1302
Johnathan Mark is a marketing manager who works with tech startups and CPG brands 
(currently at Uber Technologies Inc.) to engage consumers through the use of experiential 
activations aka, making events lit. Believing that while less scalable, having a 1-to-1 
interaction with a consumer is truly the way to brand loyalty. A proud Houstonian, he 
has dreams of “rebuilding the South Side” and empowering other African American men 
to realize their power and gain control of how their story will be told. Johnathan holds a 
Bachelor’s in Marketing from the University of North Texas and a Graduate Degree from 
Miami Ad School.

KEVIN DAVIS, PLAINSCAPITAL BANK - RM 1303
Kevin Davis is the Senior Vice President of Commercial Lending with Plains Capital Bank 
with an office in DeSoto, TX. A Native of Louisiana and a graduate of Indiana University 
with a Bachelors of Business Administration with an emphasis in Economics and a Masters 
in Healthcare Administration. Kevin has been in the financial industry for over 25 years 
helping grow businesses from infancy to thriving corporations. Kevin enjoys fishing,  
hunting, playing golf and most importantly mentoring youth. 

ORIC WALKER, ATMOS ENERGY - RM 1304
Oric Walker joined Atmos Energy in 1996 he served as a meter reader, service technician, 
and dispatcher. From 2004 to 2008 he served in various supervisory roles including  
operations and dispatch. From 2008 to 2016 he served as Operations Manager, then  
Director. In 2016 Oric was promoted to Vice President of Marketing with over 20 years  
of industry and leadership experience. Oric earned a bachelor’s degree in business  
management from the University of Phoenix.

JARVIS HILL, STATE FARM INSURANCE - RM 1305
Jarvis Hill, a native Texan, graduated from Paris High School in 2002. He then earned his 
bachelor’s degree in marketing from Virginia Commonwealth University. Hill has ten years 
in banking and financial services industry and is owner/operator of Jarvis Hill State Farm. 
He holds a Property and Casualty license; Life, Health & Annuity License; Series 6 & 63 
License. He and his wife have three kids, and he enjoys reading, working and spending time 
with his family.

DENNIS ‘COACH D’ CONNER, THE DEN SPORTS PERFORMANCE - RM 1306
Dennis Connor grew up on football at O.D. Wyatt HS then Texas A&M Commerce where he 
earned a bachelor’s degree in Health and Human Performance. His junior year 2004, he led 
the team in tackles with 96 and earned all-conference awards, and was also a team council 
leader and team captain. After college, he played arena ball with the DFW Texans, who 
won a championship, before becoming a certified kickboxing trainer and licensed massage 
therapist. At The Den Sports Performance, Coach D applies his experiences and training to 
help athletes reach their potential and their goals. Dennis is currently seeking his master’s 
degree in health promotions. 



JIRA SANSOM, WALMART DISTRIBUTION - RM 1307
Jira Sansom graduated from Plainview HS in West Texas before playing football at the 
University of New Mexico. He went on to earn his bachelor’s degree in Mass Communica-
tions from New Mexico Highlands University having lettered in both football and baseball 
all four years. After graduation in 1998, he started his career with Wal-Mart and over the 
next 20 years traveled for the startup of new facilities in Alabama, Louisiana, and Texas. 
Currently, he is the Warehouse Operations Manager at the Walmart Consolidation Facility 
in DeSoto, TX. My hobbies are golf, fishing, and hunting. I currently breed and raise racing 
greyhounds and participate in open field trials. Sansom and his wife have two children.

DEWAYNE C. BRYANT, RESTAURANT 1011 GRILL OWNER - RM 1308
Dewayne C. Bryant, child of God, husband, father, and entrepreneur, is an original native of 
Watts, California. Raised by a single mother, he attended Texas Tech and played football 
before transferring to Central State University, Ohio. He focused on academics, earning  
President’s List and National Dean’s List while being voted President of the Student 
Government Association and a member of Omega Psi Phi before graduating in 1995. He 
worked in hospitality for 15 years, before he and his wife Candra opened Ten Eleven Grill 
in Dallas. They focus on operating with integrity, community uplift and being positive 
influences.

NEANDRE BROUSSARD, NATIONAL LIFE GROUP - RM 1309
NeAndre Broussard is a graduate of Southern Methodist University who serves as a Key 
Accounts Rep for National Life Group. The thing he loves most about his career is that  
he can help plan for the financial success of future generations for people all over the 
country. In a nutshell, he travels and trains agents on how to properly sell retirement  
and life insurance solutions to clients in need.

ARCHIE NETTLES, ENTREPRENEUR - RM 1310
Archie Dean Nettles, Jr. of Beaumont, TX, joined the U.S. Army at age 18 and later  
obtained the rank of Sergeant and served in the Operation Enduring Freedom Military 
Campaign stationed in Afghanistan. After the Army, his passion for education inspired him 
to become a speaker and entrepreneur. His firm A.D. Nettles LLC is dedicated to empow-
ering and educating others through interactive workshops and speeches. He works with 
families, students, churches, and nonprofit organizations to ensure that the communities 
have access to resources and information about colleges and veteran services. Nettles is 
currently pursuing his Masters in Public Administration at the University of Texas at Dallas.

KENZIE MOORE, REALTOR - RM 1311
Kenzie Moore is a professional Realtor as well as a community activist. He is the owner/
operator of The Kenzie Moore Real Estate Group serving DeSoto and the south Dallas 
regional area since 1996. He is currently serving as DeSoto City Councilman Place 7 and is 
a past DeSoto ISD School Board Trustee. He also gives generously of his time including the 
Mentor Program at Woodridge Elementary, Advisory Board for WINGS, Meals on Wheels, 
and the DeSoto Library Advisory Board.



THINKING
When you think you’re beaten, you are. 
When you think you dare not, you don’t. 

When you’d like to win, but think you can’t
It is a sure thing that you won’t. 

When you think that you’ll lose, you’ve lost; 
For out in the world you will find

Success begins with a man’s will –
It’s all in the state of mind. 

When you think you’re outclassed, you are. 
You have got to think BIG to rise; 
You have to FEEL sure of yourself
Before you can win a great prize. 
Life’s battle does not always go
To the stronger or faster man; 

But soon or late the man who wins
Is the one who THINKS he can. 

- Unknown

2018 MALE LEADERSHIP SYMPOSIUM

INSPIRATION
“The ultimate  

measure of a man  
is not where  
he stands in  
moments of  
comfort and  

convenience,  
but where he stands 

at times of  
challenge and  

controversy.”
Martin Luther King, Jr.
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DeSoto ISD
200 E. Belt Line Rd., DeSoto, TX 75115
972-223-6666      www.desotoisd.org

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Carl Sherman, Jr., - Place 1, President
Karen Daniel - Place 3, Vice President

Tiffany Clark - Place 4, Secretary
Kathy Goad - Place 2

Aubrey C. Hooper - Place 5
Donald Gant - Place 6

Sandre Moncriffe - Place 7


